E benezerl utheran Church

96 Oak Street
Willimantic CT 06226

(860)4232193

Pastor Kari Plymette

9:00 a.m. Worship w/communion
Sunday Church School
Confirmation Class

Nursery Available

9:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion

Ebenezer Lutheran Church is Handicapped Accessible

God
in the

Highest

Sponsoring church of W.A.Il.M,
. (Windham Area Interfaith Ministry)

Handicapped Website: www.summitandoak.org
Accessi bl e Email ebenezersecretary@gmail.com




ﬂ«gent Message

From t

Enlightener
December 2011

oYet , O Lord, you are our Father; we [ ar e
h a n(idaiab 64: 8)

With the beginning of the Advent season, we hear these words from the prophet Isaiah. If is a wc
derful imagé one that has frequently been used in artwork and inspirational photos: the hands of
potter, carefully crafting a piece of pottery on a wheel, turning a misshapen mess of mud info a besc
ful sculpture. What a lovely way to imagine God! It is a wonderful and comforting way tq think c
God as we rejoice this Advent season.

Each week, | have been attending a gathering of local clergy, where we discuss the texts|for the
upcoming Sunday as we are all preparing to preach. As we looked at the texts for the first Sunda
Advent, one of the pastors highlighted this image, encouraging us to think about the wayfs in wh
clay is formed and reformed in the hands of a skilled potter. This image led us to a lot of [discuss
about the ways in which God is forming andfoening us, just as a potter works with clay. A potter
begins with a lump of unformed clay. As he begins carefully and painstakingly shaping|the cla
shape begins to grow into the image the potter has envisioned for it. The potter continuep to she
the clay, but sometimes the clay will not be shaped as the potter has desire it to be. When that
happens, the potter will work the clay between his skilled hands until it conforms to his will. Othe
times, the shape that the clay has taken on is too flawed to simply reshape it, and so th¢ potter
take the clay, rework it with his hands, and reform the clay.

As we think about God as the potter and we as the clay, this image is particularly poignant. Ther
a great sense of intimacy in this ifiaged one that | find especially lovely at this time of the| year.
We celebrate Advent, not as a way to prepare for Christmas, but to look ahead to the fyture wt
Christ will return, and Godods reign will |be
eagerness for that reign to bBgins we si ng o ut i weCtsorhegr thasewordg of e s
being formed and reformed by the hands of the potter.

This year, as we journey through this season of Advent and into Christmas, | would invitd you thi
about the ways in which God is active in your life. How are you being formeidameddeach and
every day by God? But | also invite you to consider the ways in which we, as a faith community
being formed and #fiermed by God. Each and every Sunday we are formed-fanued as w¢
worship God togeth&ras we read the scriptures, pray together for the world, celebrate olir life a
called and baptized members of the Body of Christ, and as we join together in Holy Communio
Keep awake! Keep your eyes open! Look around you and see the many ways in which The Pott
forming and reforming us to carry out ministry and mission in the world. This is my invitatign to you
this Advent: as we cry out, 00 Come Emmahuel
we are being refor med, as we awai't Christos

Amen. Come Lord Jesus.
May you all have a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas!
Pastor Kari
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Poinsettias for Christmas will be ordered from ABK Florist in Windham. Please complete the
pay ment
All checks should be made payable to Ebenezer Lutheran
0OChri st mas MEASERATE PRICE CHANGE.
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If you prefer to purchase your own plant(s), please complete the form below, indicating that
pl ants,
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Christmas Eve
5:00PM & 10:00PM

Christmas Morning
9:30AM
Lessons & Carols
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Accepting Bi Bs Now!
Last day to Dbif@l is 12/4/10
Results announc@gd on 12/11/10
o]
at
Coffee hourg
Any question plase call
Anita EvM2B861860 é
(01016 66666666 00[000666660060066/0066006/6066000
There are two events |you dondt want
to miss, a Candle Party at the church
on 12/ 4 at 1:00pm and |[0Parents Day
Outo on 12/ 17-4pm. ®oth 1 0 a|Mspnow Cancellation...

events are fundraisers to help the
youth attend the
Youth Convention this summer.
Thank you for your help!! Contact
Pastor Kari for more information.

ELCA

Please check with Radio Station WILI and TV

SStaflbft €harthél &if it is snowing and you
wonder if we will be having a church event,
especially Worship. (On street parking and t
owing when it is snowing is the issue . )
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