
Ebenezer Lutheran Church 

  96 Oak Street 

Willimantic CT 06226 

(860)-423-2193 

Pastor Kari Plymette 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship w/communion 

Sunday Church School  

Confirmation Class 

Nursery Available 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 
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Enlightener  
December 2011  

òYet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 
hand.ó (Isaiah 64: 8) 
 
   With the beginning of the Advent season, we hear these words from the prophet Isaiah. It is a won-
derful imageñone that has frequently been used in artwork and inspirational photos: the hands of a 
potter, carefully crafting a piece of pottery on a wheel, turning a misshapen mess of mud into a beauti-
ful sculpture. What a lovely way to imagine God! It is a wonderful and comforting way to think of 
God as we rejoice this Advent season.  
 

   Each week, I have been attending a gathering of local clergy, where we discuss the texts for the  
upcoming Sunday as we are all preparing to preach. As we looked at the texts for the first Sunday of 
Advent, one of the pastors highlighted this image, encouraging us to think about the ways in which 
clay is formed and reformed in the hands of a skilled potter. This image led us to a lot of discussion 
about the ways in which God is forming and re(-)forming us, just as a potter works with clay. A potter 
begins with a lump of unformed clay. As he begins carefully and painstakingly shaping the clay, a 
shape begins to grow into the image the potter has envisioned for it. The potter continues to shape 
the clay, but sometimes the clay will not be shaped as the potter has desire it to be. When that  
happens, the potter will work the clay between his skilled hands until it conforms to his will. Other 
times, the shape that the clay has taken on is too flawed to simply reshape it, and so the potter will 
take the clay, rework it with his hands, and reform the clay.  
 

   As we think about God as the potter and we as the clay, this image is particularly poignant. There is 
a great sense of intimacy in this imageñand one that I find especially lovely at this time of the year. 
We celebrate Advent, not as a way to prepare for Christmas, but to look ahead to the future when 
Christ will return, and Godõs reign will be fully realize among us. As we wait with expectancy and  
eagerness for that reign to beginñas we sing out òCome, Lord Jesus!óñwe also hear these words of 
being formed and reformed by the hands of the potter.  
 

   This year, as we journey through this season of Advent and into Christmas, I would invite you think 
about the ways in which God is active in your life. How are you being formed and re-formed each and 
every day by God? But I also invite you to consider the ways in which we, as a faith community are 
being formed and re-formed by God. Each and every Sunday we are formed and re-formed as we 
worship God togetherñas we read the scriptures, pray together for the world, celebrate our life as 
called and baptized members of the Body of Christ, and as we join together in Holy Communion. 
Keep awake! Keep your eyes open! Look around you and see the many ways in which The Potter is 
forming and reforming us to carry out ministry and mission in the world. This is my invitation to you 
this Advent: as we cry out, òO Come Emmanuel!ó may we be shaped by God and watch for the ways 
we are being reformed, as we await Christõs coming again and celebrate his birth at Christmas.  
 
Amen. Come Lord Jesus.  
May you all have a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Kari 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas will be ordered from ABK Florist in Windham.  Please complete the 

form below and place it along with payment in the secretaryõs office.  All  orders must be in 

by Sunday, December 11, 2011.  All checks should be made payable to  Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church with a notation, òChristmas Flowers.ó PLEASE NOTE PRICE CHANGE.   
 

                  PINK 

                           RED       WHITE        MARBLE     QTY.           TOTAL PRICE   
  
{ƛƴƎƭŜ {ǘŜƳ       Ϸ мпΦлл         _____        _____           _____              _____          ______________ 

    

5ƻǳōƭŜ {ǘŜƳ      Ϸ нлΦлл          _____        _____           _____              _____          ______________ 

 

¢ǊƛǇƭŜ {ǘŜƳ                Ϸ нрΦлл           _____        _____           _____              _____          ______________ 
      

   /ƘŜŎƪ bƻΦ _________   /ŀǎƘ __________        ¢ƻǘŀƭ tŀȅƳŜƴǘ 9ƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ   __________ 
 

   Your Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

If you prefer to purchase your own plant(s), please complete the form below, indicating that 

you will be  bringing your own plants, and leave it in Shannonõs mail box, located on the wall 

next to her office door, thank you.  
 

Please print clearly  
 

Lƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ hŦΥ __________________________________________________________________ 

   DƛǾŜƴ .ȅΥ      __________________________________________________________________ 

Lƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ hŦΥ  _________________________________________________________________  

   DƛǾŜƴ .ȅΥ       _________________________________________________________________ 

Lƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ hŦ:  _________________________________________________________________ 

   DƛǾŜƴ .ȅΥ       _________________________________________________________________ 

              

Lƴ IƻƴƻǊ hŦΥ ___________________________________________________________________ 

   DƛǾŜƴ .ȅΥ ____________________________________________________________________ 

Lƴ IƻƴƻǊ hŦ: ___________________________________________________________________ 

   DƛǾŜƴ .ȅΥ ____________________________________________________________________ 

Lƴ IƻƴƻǊ hŦΥ ___________________________________________________________________ 

   DƛǾŜƴ .ȅΥ ____________________________________________________________________    

   

 

        Christmas Flowers 2011 



ñHear Ye, Hear Ye!!ò 

Ebenezer Church Will Hold A  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Accepting Bids Now! 
 

 

Last day to bid is 12/4/10 
 

Results announced on 12/11/10  

at 

Coffee hour 

 

Any question please call  

Anita Evans 860-423-3012 

There are two events you donõt want 

to miss, a Candle Party at the church 

on 12/4 at 1:00pm and òParents Day 

Outó on 12/17 from 10am- 4pm.  Both 

events are fundraisers to help the 

youth attend the ELCAõs National 

Youth Convention this summer.   

Thank you for your help!!  Contact 

Pastor Kari for more information.  
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Snow Cancellation...  

Please check with Radio Station WILI and TV             

Station Channel 3 if it is snowing and you  

wonder if we will be having a church event,  

especially Worship. (On street parking and t  
owing when it is snowing is the issue .) 

 

Christmas Eve 
5:00PM & 10:00PM  

 

Christmas Morning 
9:30AM 

Lessons & Carols 


